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Livermore Moving Forward
With City Council Priorities

The City of Livermore has
made progress on all six of the
city council’s priorities.

City Manager Linda Barton
reported that there has been ex-
cellent success in the top goal,
to become more business
friendly and generate jobs. The
main success has been establish-
ing i-GATE. On May 1 the incu-
bator will open with three con-
firmed tenants and four in nego-
tiations,

- The annexation of the na-
tional laboratories was approved
by the council, including the 110
acre Livermore Valley Open
Campus. The annexation will go
to LAFCO in May. The land is
cligible for development for a
variety of corporations who may
want to move near the Lab,

Other accomplishments re-
ported by Barton are approval of
the regional theater and Paragon
outlets. Groundbreaking on Para-
gon is anticipated in June of this
year. '

The second goal was to com-
plete and improve local and re-
gional transportation. Under this
topic, an extension route for
BART was selected, with Mea-
sure B extension the most likely
source of funding. The extension
of Jack London Boulevard to El
Charro is expected to begin in
June.

The third goal was infrastruc-
ture rehabilitation. Barton said
that federal stimulus funds have
helped to address long term
needs.

Open space preservation is the
fourth priority. “The most signi-
fication accomplishment is the
purchase of 513 acres in Doolan
Canyon,” said Barton. The city
contributed $2 million towards
the $6.4 million purchase price
paid by the East Bay Regional
Park District. The $2 million
comes from the Altamont settle-
ment fund.

A fifth goal is to establish a
sustainability budget. Barton re-
ported that the current budget is
stable. “We have made signifi-
cant  progress  towards
sustainability.” There is some
decline in property taxes, a small
increase in sales tax revenues,
and an increase in development
activity, The city will be negoti-
ating will all of the unions in
2011-12. The outcome of those
negotiations, Barton said, will be
a piece of the sustainability pack-
age.

# The final goal was state re-
form. The approval of Prop. 22,
which prevents the state from tak-
ing local money, was the main
accomplishment.

“I think we have gotten a lot
done. By the end of the two year
cycle, we will have a positive re-
port on the six goals,” Barton
declared.



